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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-

MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 31, 2012 

The House in Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union 
had under consideration the bill (H.R. 
5325) making appropriations for energy 
and water development and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes: 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chair, I rise today 
in reluctant opposition to H.R. 5325, the En-
ergy and Water Development and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act. This bill provides 
$32.1 billion, an $88 million increase from Fis-
cal Year 2012 levels but $965 million below 
the President’s Fiscal Year 2013 request. 

The purpose of the annual energy and 
water spending bill is to provide the funding 
necessary to ensure that the nation’s energy 
and water resources are sufficient to address 
the nation’s needs. This year’s spending bill, 
H.R. 5325, provides funding for critical na-
tional priorities such as Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Department of the Energy, Department 
of the Interior, and independent agencies that 
provide research and development of future 
energy industries, job training, and health 
care. 

Mr. Chair, I thank Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN 
and Ranking Member PETER J. VISCLOSKY for 
shepherding this bill to the floor. I appreciate 
the way they worked together and with my of-
fice to accommodate several of my legislative 
priorities regarding energy and water develop-
ment programs. 

Although this bill provides adequate funding 
for some programs that I support, it also in-
cludes numerous other provisions that are un-
acceptable. On balance, these unpalatable 
provisions outweigh the positive aspects of the 
bill. 

This bill substantially underfunds key prior-
ities like science and innovation which are crit-
ical to the recovery of our economy and re-
building our waterways and ports. The bill only 
provides $1.45 billion for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy research programs, which is 
$374 million below Fiscal Year 2012 and $886 
million below the President’s request. 

The bill only provides $200 million for the 
Advanced Research Projects Agency—Energy 
(ARPA–E), which is $75 million below Fiscal 
Year 2012 levels and $150 million below the 
President’s request. ARPA–E supports break-
through of domestic clean energy innovations. 

Mr. Chair, the bill before us dramatically 
cuts funding for energy efficiency and renew-
able energy research programs by 39 percent 
and reduces funding for several other energy 
innovation programs: 

Solar energy research funding is cut by 
nearly 50 percent from Fiscal Year 2012; 

Wind energy development research is un-
derfunded at only $70 million, $24 million 
below the Fiscal Year 2012 and $25 million 
below the President’s request; 

Building technologies research funding is 
cut by more than 50 percent from fiscal year 
2012 and $185 million below the President’s 
request. These funds are used to research en-

ergy-efficient technologies in buildings, which 
account for roughly 40 percent of all U.S. en-
ergy use. 

This bill does not stop there. It also contains 
provisions that weaken energy reduction tar-
gets in new and renovated federal buildings. 
Buildings account for almost 40 percent of 
U.S. energy consumption, and as the largest 
consumer of energy in the U.S., the federal 
government should lead the way in designing 
and building facilities that use less energy to 
spur the development of new materials and 
technologies and to show that these reduc-
tions are practical, achievable, and cost-effec-
tive. 

Section 110 of the bill would stop an Admin-
istration effort to provide clarity on which water 
bodies are covered by Clean Water Act 
(CWA). The existing regulations were the sub-
ject of two Supreme Court cases in 2001 and 
2006, in which the Court indicated the need 
for greater regulatory clarity on the scope of 
CA jurisdiction. 

Mr. Chair, for many of these same reasons 
the President has put the Congress on notice 
that he will ‘‘veto’’ H.R. 5325 if it is presented 
to him for signature in its present form. It 
make no sense to pass a bad bill that has no 
chance of becoming law. We should instead 
be working together across the aisle to craft a 
bill that can win and be worthy of bipartisan 
and bicameral support. The bill before us does 
not meet this standard. 

For these reasons, I will vote no on H.R. 
5325 on final passage. I urge my colleagues 
to join me. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HARVEY 
HOUSE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Santa Lucia Chapter of the Na-
tional Society Daughters of the American Rev-
olution and the historic Harvey House in Sali-
nas, California. The Harvey House was built in 
1868 by the first Mayor of Salinas, Isaac Ju-
lian Harvey. It has served, among other func-
tions, as the principal Salinas Valley meeting 
location for the Santa Lucia Chapter for the 
last seventy five years. Mayor Harvey’s 
daughter, Mabel Harvey, helped to found the 
Santa Lucia chapter and opened the Harvey 
House for the chapter’s first meeting on Octo-
ber 31, 1938. Mabel’s daughter Helen Currie, 
in turn served as the Santa Lucia Chapter’s 
organizing Regent. On June 9, 2012, the 
Santa Lucia Chapter will place a plaque com-
memorating its longstanding relationship with 
this historic property, and in so doing com-
memorate the important place that the Salinas 
Valley holds in the history of California, and in-
deed, the nation. 

The Daughters of the American Revolution, 
founded in 1890 and headquartered in Wash-
ington, D.C., is a non-profit, non-political vol-
unteer women’s service organization dedi-
cated to promoting patriotism, preserving 
American history, and securing America’s fu-
ture through better education for children. 
DAR members volunteer more than 250,000 
hours annually to veteran patients, award 
thousands of dollars in scholarships and finan-

cial aid each year to students, and support 
schools for underserved children with annual 
donations exceeding one million dollars. As 
one of the most inclusive genealogical soci-
eties in the country, DAR boasts 170,000 
members in 3,000 chapters across the United 
States and internationally. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to thank the 
Santa Lucia Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution for its work and for hon-
oring this important landmark of Salinas his-
tory. 
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H.R. 5651, THE FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION REFORM ACT 
OF 2012 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the very 
mechanism dictated by the Prescription Drug 
User Fee Act and the Medical Device User 
Fee Act is flawed. It is an inherent conflict of 
interest for drug and medical device manufac-
turers to pay millions of dollars in fees to the 
FDA that are designed to speed up regulatory 
approval, when the FDA is charged with mak-
ing sure those drugs are safe and effective. 
H.R. 5651, the Food and Drug Administration 
Reform Act, perpetuates that flawed model. 

At the same time, we have a shortage of af-
fordable, and in some cases life saving drugs 
that must be addressed immediately. Cur-
rently, while the pharmaceutical and medical 
device manufacturers are allowed to pay to 
expedite approval, no such privilege exists for 
generic drugs. Such a competitive disadvan-
tage has the result of keeping much less ex-
pensive and equally effective drugs off the 
market while boosting profits for pharma-
ceutical manufacturers. Our seniors deserve 
better than to have to split pills because phar-
maceutical companies have an exclusive right 
to manipulate the market to pad their already 
massive profit margins at the expense of 
those in need to pharmaceuticals. This bill cor-
rects that imbalance. This bill also begins to 
address the increasingly prevalent sudden epi-
sodes of shortages of drugs that are life-sup-
porting or life-sustaining. Such episodes are 
immediately life-threatening if caregivers are 
not given sufficient notice to identify alternative 
supplies or treatments. 

I support the Food and Drug Administration 
Reform Act of 2012 and will continue to work 
for FDA reform. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARTIN HEINRICH 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, I unfortunately 
missed three votes today, which included roll-
call votes 297, 298 and 299. 

If I had been present, I would have voted 
against rollcall vote 297, the Previous Ques-
tion on the Rule providing for consideration of 
H.R. 5743, H.R. 5854, H.R. 5325, and H.R. 
5855. 

If I had been present, I would have voted 
against rollcall vote 298, H. Res. 667—Rule 
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